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It is the 1st time for F.S. to pay attention to Etimic Minorities,
but is still too mean
Hong Kong Unison’s response to the Budget

It is the first time for the HKSAR Government hacemtioned the ethnics minorities in the Budget
Speech since 1997, and the Financial Secretary Tedimg had proposed two measures to help the EMs
in need. Hong Kong Unison appreciated that, buthirk the measures only have little help.

1. Increase the number of designated schools to #6thin two school years is not enough

The F.S. announced that within 2 school years@beernment will increase the number of designated
primary and secondary schools from 19 to 25. Thez$®ols can get a recurrent annual allowance of
$300,000 to implement the School-based SupportrBeler non-Chinese speaking students.

Unison welcomes the expansion of the number ofgdesed schools. However, nowadays in Hong
Kong, there are 43 secondary and 141 primary sshamit non-Chinese speaking students. Only 25
out of 184 can become designated schools are adlyitar from enough.

In fact, Unison had urged the Government to catry atailor-made Chinese curriculum to meet the
standard and the needs of Non-Chinese Speakingrgtudvith appropriate teaching guidelines and
material. We insisted that learning Chinese welh& key to help the EMs tae lifted out of poverty and
backwardness, and facilitate them to contributeldéag Kong society. Yet, the Government did not oegp

to our demand in the Budget.

2. Setting up 4 support service centres on a tridlasis can only provide instable services

The F.S. proposed to earmark $24 million to setand run 4 support service centres for ethnic

minorities and Unison welcomes this proposal. Hevess the centres are run on trial basis, Unison i

afraid that once the project and the funding endlee,service would be cut, centres closed and the
experience could not be accumulated.

Therefore, Unison urged the Government to run #m@res on a long-term basis. The Home Affair
Department should be the department in-chargeiaisgé$ with different departments to provide vasiou
services to the EMs in need.

3. The HKSAR Government is still too mean to the dtnic minorities

The F.S. forecasted a surplus of $63.7 billion e tOperating Account for 2007-08. For the
Consolidated Account, he forecasted a surplus &5 $lbillion, which is an all-time high. This isuo
and a half times last year's forecast and is etgnv#o 7.2 per cent of our GDP.

Yet, the measures for the ethnic minorities co$y 887 million, 0.09% of the increase in the opiegt
expenditure in 2008-09. Undoubtedly, the HKSAR Gaweent still pay little attention to the 342, 198
ethnic minorities who are living in Hong Kong.

As the Legislative Council will pass the Racial @imination Bill soon, Unison expects
the Government will promise to do more for the Eshe Estimates for the year ending 31
B March 2009, not only provides more services ands@sges, but also carries out public
education and advocacy work on promoting raciamaery and equity.
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