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Ethnic minority students protest at cost of exams

Ethnic minority students are paying a fee for Chinese language examinations that i1s almost five
times higher than what local students pay, a concern group says.

A group of 130 ethnic minority students marched to the government offices in Central yesterday in a
bid to petition Secretary for Education Michael Suen Ming-yeung over a situation they said was
unfair.

Why do we have to pay more? We want equal treatment! they chanted along the way.

Fermi Wong Wai-fun, campaign director for Unison Hong Kong for Ethnic Equality, said the students
were generally weaker in Chinese proficiency, and when they sat the British General Certificate of
Secondary Education Chinese examination, they had to pay HK$965. However, a local student only had
to pay HK$195 for the Hong Kong Certificate of Education Examination.

She explained that students had to pass at least two language subjects to have a chance to enter
university, and that ethnic minority students were usually from lower-income families and the
examination fees were too expensive for them.

We are not asking for better treatment but equal treatment so these students pay an equal price for
the examination, she said.

Mazher Hussain, 18, a Form Four student who plans to sit the Chinese examinations in HKCEE and GCSE
next year, said: There is only a very slim chance for us to get a pass in the subject if we sit in
HKCEE, but then the fee for the GCSE is just too high for most of those at my back, he said,
referring to the protesters behind him.

Nurul Iman Driver, 15, said she wanted to study science at the University of Hong Kong. Chinese 1is
a very important language here in Hong Kong, she said. We have to pay extra money for the examination
and that is not very fair.

Because the Chinese GCSE is an overseas public examination, the Examinations and Assessment
Authority has to take into consideration the charges of overseas examination boards and other related
operating expenses when setting the fee, the government said. The Education Bureau understood public
concern on the examination fee level of the Chinese GCSE, the government said, adding: We have been
maintaining close contact with HKEAA on the issue of review of fee levels, and would also continue to
explore other feasible means to further address the concern of needy candidates.
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Ethnic minority
students protest
at cost of exams

Yvonne Tsul

Ethnic minority students are payinga
fee for Chinese language examina-
tions that is almost five times higher
than what local students pay, a con-
Ccern group says,

A group of 130 ethnic minority
students marched to the government
offices in Central yesterday in a bid to
petition Secretary for Education Mi-

chael Suen Ming-yeung over a situa- .

tion they said was unfair.

“Why do we have to pay more? We
want equal treatment!” they chanted
along the way.

Fermi Wong Wai-fun, campaign
director for Unison Hong Kong for
Ethnic Equality, said the students
were generally weaker in Chinese
proficiency, and when they sat the
British General Certificate of Second-
ary Education Chinese examination,
they had to pay HK$965. However, a
local student only had to pay HK$195
for the Hong Kong Certificate of Edu-
cation Examination.

She explained that students had
to pass at least two language subjects
to have a chance to enter university,

and that ethnic minority students

were usually from lower-income
families and the examination fees
were too expensive for them. ,

“Weare not asking forbetter treat-
ment but equal treatment so these
students pay an equal price for the
examination,” she said.

Mazher Hussain, 18, a Form Four
student who plans to sit the Chinese
examinations in HKCEE and GCSE
next year, said: “There is only a very
slim chance for us to geta passin the

Lt d = i el 2 n -l
An ethnic minority student marches
to government headquarters.

subject if we sit in HKCEE, but then
the fee for the GCSE s just too high for
most of those at my back,” he said, re-
ferring to the protesters behind him.

Nurul Iman Driver, 15, said she
wanted to study science at the Uni-
versity of Hong Kong. “Chinese is a
very important language here in
Hong Kong,” she said. “We have to
pay extra money for the examination
and thatis not very fair.”

Because the Chinese GCSE is an
averseas public examination, the Ex-
aminations and Assessment Author-
ity has to take into consideration the
charges of overseas examination
boards and other related operating
expenses when setting the fee, the
government said. The Education Bu-
reau understood public concern on
the examination fee level of the Chi-
nese GCSE, the government said,
adding: “We have been maintaining
close contact with HKEAA on the
issue of review of fee levels, and
would also continue to explore other
feasible means to further address the
concem of needy candidates.”
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Hidden racism

Not many of you would have read about the brutal slaying in a small American town in rural
Pennsylvania of a young Mexican immigrant whose teenage killers were recently acquitted by an all-
white jury. That sparked the kind of tinderbox racial tensions still so common even though the
country had put race aside to elect Barack Obama as president.

We in Hong Kong don't have the kind of racial violence we see elsewhere. But that doesn't mean we
should tolerate the subtle, everyday bigotry we do have. Much has already been written about the
daily indignities that minorities here face but I bring up the issue again because of something that
happened to a respected Indian businessman. He had agonised for months over the incident but the
controversy over the police killing of a Nepalese man convinced him to make i1t public. His story
deserves telling.

His name is Ravi Gidumal. Some of you may recognise it. He was at the forefront of the successful
fight to win full British passports for Hong Kong's minorities leading up to the handover. Last
October, he was watching his two-year-old son play on a slope in a residential block near their home
in an upscale part of town. The block's security guard had, on past occasions, playfully rolled the
child's ball down the slope. But, this time, a different guard rudely ordered them away, saying the
road was private.

Mr Gidumal explained the child was just playing. The two exchanged words and the guard left.
Sensing trouble, Mr Gidumal picked up his child to leave but the returning guard, who had called the
police, grabbed him. Still carrying his child, Mr Gidumal used his other arm to forcibly dislodge the
guard's grip. The child started crying.

When the police arrived, the guard told his side of the story, then dropped to the ground saying he
had been assaulted. After putting the guard in an ambulance, the police accompanied Mr Gidumal home
to drop off his son, then took him to the police station for nearly nine hours of interrogation. He
was threatened with assault and criminal intimidation charges.

The police did not say why they took the guard's word over his. They did not explain why they took
seriously the guard's sudden collapse to the ground even though he seemed fine while telling his
story. Mr Gidumal asked if he was being treated this way because of his skin colour. His interrogator
smiled and left the room.

Mr Gidumal called a friend, retired police senior superintendent Stuart McDouall, who promptly
arrived at the station. The attitude of the interrogators suddenly changed. Mr Gidumal was eventually
released on HK$500 bail after being fingerprinted and photographed. Police told him, six weeks later,
that the case was being dropped.

Mr McDouall couldn't believe the police spent nine hours on something that essentially involved a
child playing on a private road. I suggested to him this would never have happened had the father and
son not been South Asian. You're absolutely right, he agreed. He said that, just like police
elsewhere, the Hong Kong force has its share of bad apples. The racist view is deeply set against
minorities here, he added.

Fermi Wong Wai-fun, of the concern group Unison that helps minorities, told me of one South Asian
youth who got so fed up with being pulled over by the police that he now volunteers his identity card
for inspection whenever he sees an officer.

Hong Kong doesn't have hate crimes. Our brand of racism is not blatant. But it exists. Ask the
South Asian youth who can't get a job due to his ethnicity. Or the dark-skinned man who lives with
racial taunts. And the domestic helpers who are treated as second class. Ask the minorities who are
hauled aside by customs officials at the airport for no other reason than their racial background.
The Chinese-language media turns a blind eye. They don't see 1t as a story. No majority will ever
admit 1t 1S racist towards the minority. This allows the government to turn a blind eye, too. I have
that straight from a senior official.

Michael Chugani is a columnist and broadcaster. <A
HREF=mailto:mickchug@gmail .com><u>mickchug@gmail .com</u>
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